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2. A Dissextation on the Eftablifements 


by thofé Moifntains which were known to the ancients under the 
name of Paropamifus: Mount Caucafus forms its’ barrier to the 
noth, feparafing it from various nations of Tartars, from ‘the great , 
anélittle Thibet. From mount Caucafus to Chitigan, marfhes and 
rivers divide* it from the.kingdoms of, Tepra, Affam, and Aracan : 
the fea, from Chitigan to cape femorin and from hence to Perfia, 
embraces the reft of Indoftan, 


THis gteat extent of country has been inhabited, from the earlioft 
antiquity, by a people whoshave no refemblance either jn their 
figures or manners withyany of the nations which are contiguous to 
them. Although thefe nations have at different times fent conque- 
fors amongft them, who have cftabliflied themielves in different parts 
of the country: although the Mogul Tartars under Tamerlane andl 
his fucceffors hatgeat laft rendered themfelves Jords of almoft the 
whole of it; sai original inhabitants have loft very little of their 
original cha t by the eftablifhment of thefe ftrangers amongft 
them. 


B&sipzs the particular denominations which they receive from 
the cafts and countries in which they are born, ghere is one more 
general, which is applied indifcriminately to diltinguifh the original 
natives from all who have intruded themfelves amongft them, Hen« 
doo, from whence Indian. 


Tur Indians have loft all memory of the ages in which they began 
to believe i in VistNov, Eswara, BraMa, and a hundred thoufand 
Sivgnities fubordinate to thete. * Thefe divinities are worfhipped in 
temples called Pagodas in every part of Indoftan, the whole extent 
sof which is holy lahd to its inhabitants; - there is no part in whiclf 
fome divinity has not appeared and done fomething to merit a temple 
andepriefts to take cate of it. Some of thefe fabrics are of immemo- 

rial antjquity : they are at the fame time monuments of fuch ftu- 
pendous labour, that they are fuppofed to have been’ Pale by the 

gods ta whoin they are cadet 
‘THE 
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Tux hiftory of thefe gods is a heap of the greateft Abfurdities, “Tt 
is Efwara twifting off the neck of Brama; it iS the Sun, who gets 
-his teeth knocked out, and the Muon, who has her face beat biick 
and blue at a feaft, at which the gods quarrel and fight with. the 
fpirit of a mob. They fay that the Sun-and Moon Carry ia their 
faces to this day the marks of this broil. Here and there a moral or 
metaphyfical allegory, and fometimes a trace of the hiftory of a §rft 
legiflator, is difcernible in thefe ftories ; but in general they are fo 
very extravagant and incoherent, that we fhould be left, to wonder 
how a people fo reafonable in other -refpeéts fhould have, adopted 
fuch a code of nonfenfe as a creed of religion, did we, not find the 
fame credulity in the hiftories of nations much more enlightened. . 


Tue Bramins, who are the tribe of the priefthood, defcend from 
thofe Brachmans who are mentioned to us withfe much revereitce 
by antiquity; and although much inferior either as philofophers or 
men of learning to the reputation of their anceftors, as priefts their 
religious doétrines are ftill implicitly followed by the whole nation ; 
and as preceptors they are the fource of all the knowledge which 
exifts in Indoftan, ” 


Even at this day fome of them are capable of calculating an 
eclipfe, which feems to be the utmoft ftretch of their mathematical 
knowledge. They have a good idea of logic; but it does not appear 
.that they have any treatifes on rhetoric; their ideas of Mmufee, if we 
may fudge from the practice, are barbarous; and in medicing they 
derive no affiftance from the knowledge of anatomy, fince diffections 
are repugnant to their religion, * 


Tuey fhed no blood and eat no flefh, becaule shey believe in the 
tranfmigration of fouls; they entourage wives to burn themfélves 
with their deceafed hufbands, and feem to’make the perfetion of 
religion confit in a’ puifGual obfervance of numerous ceremonies 
sperfotmed in the worfhip of their gods, and in a ftri@ attention to 
‘keep-gheir hodies freeefrom pollution.® Hepce purificaticns aqd 

Ba ablutions, 
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ablutions, as ditated by their fcriptures, are ferupuldufly obferved by 
them, and take up fo {mall portion of their time. 


A BraMIn cannot eat any thing which has been prepared or even 
touched by any other hand than that of a Bramin,.and from the fame 
principle, cannot be married to ‘a perfon of any other caft in the 
kingdom, becaufe his own caft is the higheft, even above that of the 
kings. ‘They fay that they were formerly the kings of the whole 
country, “and preferve to this day,the privilege of commuting capital 
punifhment, when merited, by the lofs of their eyes. To kil] a Bra- 
rfiin isyone ofthe five fins for which there is fcarce any exyfiation. 


. Tue pre-eminence of the Bramins admitted, it feems as if the In- 
dians had determined to compenfate the odium of fuch a fuperiority, 
by’ forming themfelres into a number of diftinét tribes or gradations 
‘of people, who refpettively fubmit to the different degrets of ettima- 
tion in which they have at laft agreed to abide, as implicitly as the 
whole agree to acknowledge the faperiority of the Bramins. 


Tu many temporal advantages which the Byamins derive from 
their fpiritual authority, and the impoliibility of being admitted into 
their tribe, have perhaps given rife to that number of Joguees and 
Facquire§, who torture themfelves with fuch various and aftonifhing 
penances, only ¢o gain the fame vencration which a Bramin derives 
from pis’ birth. 


Te cafts or tribes into which the Indians are divided, are reck~ 
oned.by travellers to be eighty-four : perhaps when India fhall be 
better known, we thall find them to be many more; for there 4s a 
fmagular difpofition in the Indian, from very trifling circumftances to 
form a {ct apart fron the reft of his. neighbours. But the order ol” 
‘pre-eminence of all the‘ cafts in a particular city or province, is Bem 
weraily indifputably decided. The Indian of an inferior would thipk, 
hime hoitoured by adopting the cuftoms of a faperigr cafes botithis» 
‘would give battle foqne? tKan ‘not 'vindicatedifs prerogatives: “the in- 


ferior 
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ferior receives the viGtuals prepared by a fuperior cait With refpecty” 
but the fuperior will not partake of,a meal which has been prepared! 
by the hands of an inferior caft. Their marriages are ctrcumferibgd 
by the fame barriers as the reft of their intercourfes; and hence, ke~ 
fides the national phyfiognomy, the members of each caft preferve am 
air of {till greater refemblance to vhe another. There are fome 
cafts remarkable for their beauty, others as remarkable for their 
uglinefs. 


Att thefe cafts acknowledge thé Bramins for their priefts, and 
with them admit the tranfmigration. In Qevotion to this opinion, 
fome affli& themfelves at the death of a fly, althpugh occafionéd by, 
inadvertence. But the far greater number of cafts are not fo feru- 
pulous, and eat, although very fparingly, both of fifh,and fleth ; but, 
like the Jews, not of all kinds indifferently. 


Terr diet is chiefly rice and vegetables drefled with ginger, tur- 
meric, and other hotter {pices, which grow almoft fpontaneoufly in 
their gardens, They efteem milk the pureft of foods, becaufe they 
think it partakes of fume of the properties of the neétar 6f.their gods, 
and becaufe they efteem the cow itfelf almoft a divinity. 


Ay abhorrence to the fhedding of blood, derived from his religion, 
and feconded by the great temperance of a life which is pafled by 
moft of them in a very fparing ufe of animal food, and a sotal, abfti- 
nence from intgxicating liquors; the influence of the moft reguiar of’ 
climates, in which the great heat of the fun and the great fertiltty of 
the foil Jeffen moft of the wants,to which the human {pecies js fub- 
jeat in aufterer regions, and fupply the réft without ‘the exertion of 
much labour; thefe canfeg, with various confequences from them, 
have all together contributed to render the Indian the moft ener- 
ated inhabitant of the globe. 


» Fis thudders at the fight of blood, and is of a pufillanimity only to 


be. excufed and accounted for by the. great delicacy, of, ‘his configura 
5 tion, 


6 A Disaster arrox on the Eftcblifiments 


‘tion. This‘is fo flight as to give him no chance of oppoting with 
faccefs the onfet of an inhabitant of more northern regions, 


“His manners are gentle; his happinefs confifts in the folaces of a 
domeftic life ;, to which, fafficiently inclined by the climate, he is 
obliged by his religion, which ¢fteems matrimony a duty indifpenfible 
in every man who does not quit the world to unite himfelf to God : 
fiich is their phrafe. Although permitted by his religion, according 
te the txample of his gods, to have feveral, he is feldom the hufband 
of more than one wife: and.this wife is of a decency of demeanour, 
of a follicitude in her family, and of a fidelity to her vows, which 
mighit de honour to human nature in the moft civilized countries. 


His amufements confift in going to his Pagoda, in affifting at reli- 
gious fhews, in fulfilling.a variety of ceremonies prefcribed to him 
on all occafions, by the Bramin; for, fubject to a’ thoutand lapfes 
from the ideas he has adopted of impurity, the Indian is always 
offending his gods, who are: not to-be ‘appeafed untill their prieft is 
fatisfied. 


kw a country of fuch great ‘extent, divided into fo«many diftin® 
.fovereignties, it cannot be expected that there fhould be no excep- 
tions to, one general affertion of the character of the inbabitants. 
There is every where in the mountains wild inhabitant, whofe bow 
an Eugopean Can fcarcely draw. Thefe-are in the woods people 
who fubfift by their incttrfions into the neighbouring plains, and who, 
without the ferocity of the American, poffefs all his treachery; and 
accortling to Mr, Thevenot, India has had its cannibals in the centre 
of one of the moft cultivated provinces of the empire. The Raj- 
pouts by their courage have preferved theméclves almioft independant 
of the Great Mogul. The. inhabitants of the countries ftill nearer 
to the mountains of = frontier, diftingui by the activity of their 
chara@ter from the indolence of the reft of the nation, ‘have eafily 
turned Mahomedans; thefe northern contests we fuppofe tobe the 
oyigin of the Prefgnt Affghans and Pitans, “who are the ‘bet tibops 
in 
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in the emperor's fervice, and the moft dangerous encmiés ‘of the 
throne when in arms againft it. 


Tue arts which furnith the conveniences of life have been carfigd 
by the Indians to a pitch far beyond what is neceffary tb fupply the 
wants of a climate which knows fo few. At the fame time no ideas 
of tafte or fine defign have exiftgd among them: and we feek in vain 
for elegance in the magnificence of the richeft empire of the globe. 


Tuetp knowledge of mechanical powers is fo very confined, that 
we are left toadmire, without being able to account for, the manner: 
in which they have ereéted their capital Pagodas It doeg* not ap- 
pear that they had ever made a bridge of arches over any of their 
rivers, before the Mahomedans came amongft them. 


It is to the fupplenefs with which the whole frame of an Indian is 
endowed, and which is ftill more remarkable in the configuration of 
his hand, that we are indebted for the exquifite perfeétion of their 
manufactures of linnen. The+fame inftruments which an Indian 
employs to make a piece of cambric, would, under the rigid fingers 
of an European, fearcely produce a piece of canvafs. 


His religion forbids the Indian to quit his own fhores: he wants 
nothing from abroad: he is fo far from being folliciteus to convert 
the ftranger to his own opinions, or from wifhing him to*afimilate 
with tke nation, ,that if a foreigner were to follicit the privilege of 
worthipping Viftnou, his propofal would be received with the ut- 
moft contempt. 


Noruine feems to have been wanting to the happinefs of this. 
nation, but that others fhould have‘looked on them with the fame 
indifference with which they regard the reft of the world. But not 
content with the prefents which nature has {howered on heir cli- 
mate, they have made improvements when tHey felt no neceffities. 
They have cultivated the, various and valueb! produétions of their 

: foil 
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foil, not to the meafure of their own, but to that of the wants of alll 
other nations; they have carries their manufactures of linnen to a 
perfeGtion Which furpaffes the moft exquifite productions of Europe, 
gd have encouraged with avidity the annual tributes of gold and 
filver which the reft of the world conteft for the privilege of fending 
tothem. They have from time immemorial been as addiéted ta 
commerce, as they are averfe to war. They have therefore always 


Been immenfely rich, and have alWays remained incapable of de« 
fendirfg their wealth. 
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SECTION I. 


ONG before Tamerlane, mahomedan priyces had entered, 
made conquefts, and eftablifhed themfelves in India. 


VALip, the 6th of the Kalifs named Ommiades, who afcended 
the throne in the year 708 of our Era, and'in the goth of the Meg 
\gira, made conquefts in India; fo that the Alcoran was introduced 
very carly into this country. 


Maumoup, fon of Sebegtechin, prince of Gazna, the capital 
of a province feparated by mountains from the north-weft parts of 
India, and fituated near Kandahar, carried the Alcorar{with the {word 
into Indoftan in the year 1000 or 1002 of our ra. "He maintained 
himfelf in a vaft extent of territory out of, and feems to have Jub- 
dued as large a-one in India, if it is true that he carried his conquefts 
as far to the fouth as the prefent capital of the kingdom of Vifiapare 
near Goa. He treated the indians with all the rigor of a conqueror 
and all the fury of a converter, plundering treafures, demolifhing 
temples, and murdering idolaters throughout his rout. His hifto- 
Tians are quite extravagant in their defcriptions of the wealth he 
found in Indoftan. One of them fays, no doubt allegorically, that 
he found a tree growing out of the earth to an enormous fize, df: 
which the fubftance was pure gold, and this the effeét of natufe, 


Tue ficeellors of this Mahmoud are called, from the capital of 
their dominions, the dynafty of the Gaznavides, and maintatped 
themfelves in a great part of the countries which he had conquered. 
‘in India until the year 1155, or 1157, when Kosrov Scuan, the 
13th and laft prince of Gazna, and bf the Gaztyavide race, was de- 
spofed by Hussarn Gavar, fo called from the Country in which he 
was born, Gaur, a ntovince lying to the north ef Gazna. 


c THs 


vac He Diseeatarvon on the BAabiillments 


. 'Purs H&ffain founded the dynafty of the Gauripes, which far~ 
nifhed five princes who poffeffed in and out of India nearly the fame 
qominijons 4s their predeceffors the Gaznavides, and like them, made 
Gazna their capital, 


ScHEABBEDIN, the 4th of the Gauride cmpcrors, during the life 
of his brother and predeceflor GaratiEpp1n, conquered the king- 
oms of Multan aud Delhi. He drew fuch immenfe treafures out 
‘of India, that his favourite daughter inquiring of the officer who had 
tthe care of them, to what value they amounted, the treafurcr an# 
fwered, that there was,the weight of three thoufand poungis in dia- 
monds only, by which the might judge of the reft : after deductions. 
made for oriental exaggeration, we may ftill gather from this anec- 
dote, that his gonquefts in India had given him great wealth. An 
Indian, rendered’ defperate by the pollutions and infults to Which he 
faw his gods and temples expofed, made a vow to affgffinate Scheab- 


bedin, and executed it. 


Tue race of Gaurides finifhed ip thg year 1212, in the perfon of 
Maumovp, fucceflor and nephew to Scheabbedin. The days of this 
Mahmoud, like thofe of his uncle, though for a different caufe, were 
cut off by the fwords of affaffius, Whatever dominions Mahmoud pof- 
feffed out of India, he docs not feem to have had any great influence 
in it, or evep in Gazna itfelf; he, contrary to the practice of his. pre- 
deceffors, made not this city the capital of his fovereignty. His uncle 
‘Scheabbedin, who had no children, and was remarkable foy a fpirit 
of adoption, had prepared the difmemberment of the Indian pro- 
vinces from. the empire of Gazna, by giving the government of two 
of them to two of his flaves. Naffereddin reccived from him the coun- 
(tries of Multan, Cothbeddin-Ibeck thofe of Delhi. At the fame time 
he made another of his laves,,Tageddin-Mdiz, goyernor-ef Gazna. . 


iw the year 1214 Monamzp, the $th Sultdn of the dynafty ofthe 


sKuowanasmtans, whole territories were contiguous t0 thofe of the 
Gayrides, tack Gagna from the flave who had fucceeded the flave, 
ne Pageddin 
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“Tageddin-Ildiz in the government: of that city.. -Buf although hé 
conquered the capital of their empire, it does not appear that he fixed 
himafelf in the Indian dominions of the Gaurides. He’ ‘impradengly 
quarrelled with GinciscHan, and in the year 1218 was compéled 
to fly before the arms of that mighty conqueror. In the vear 1220 
he died a fugitive, at a great diftance from India. 


Tue brave Get ALAppin, fon of Mohamed, made head in, the 
province of Gazna againft the forges of Gingifchan: in the ye%r 
1221 he,was fo hard preffed by them as to be forced to fly into India, 
where, on the weftern banks of the Indus,she was totally defeated 
by Gingifchan in perfon, but faved his life by Gvimming, the river 
with an intrepidity which raifed admiration in Gingifchan himfelf. 
He remaited in Multan until the year 1224, when hel Jeft India never 
more to return into it. He was killed in 1231 in Mefonotamia. 


Wits Gelaladdin finifhed the dynafty of the Khowarafmians ; and 
what fhare Gingifchan or his fucceffors took in the affairs of Indof- 
tan, we have not had the good fortune to difcover. » We find that one 
Turmechirin Chan, ftiled in Tamerlane’s hiftory a defcendant of 
Gengis, and one of the great emperors of Afia, penetrated in the 
year 1240 to the city of Mirte lying to the north-eaft of Delhi, and 
made conquefts which preferved great reputation to ‘his name in 
India, until the appearance of Tamerlane ; but thefe conquefts did 
not: expel from the fovereignty the family which at that time reigned 
in Delhi. 


CotusEppIN-IBECk, the flave of Scheabbedin, rendered: Himielf 
independant in the fovercignty of Delhi, which had been given to" 
him by his mafter only in vicegerence. He-extended the nidhiontte ; 
dan dominions, and died peacéablyeon his throne’ in the yearti ding 
He was fucceeded by-his fon ARaMscHAH, wlf6 was depofed by His 
fither’s flave lkermiscuz SCHAMSEDDIN. 





c Fare 
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‘Fass Inerauscme conquered from the flave Naflerodidia thepro- 
¥inces which compofed the new kingdom of Multan. By uniting 
thpfe to the provincemvof Delhi, and by governing all thefe dominions 
in perfon without interefting himfelf in what pafled out.of India, he 
‘became the firft regular and the moft powerful mahomedan monarch 
who had hitherto reigned in Indoftan. He died inthe year 1235. 


“Hus defcendants formed the dynafty of the‘firft mahomedan kings 
of Delfi. 


Firovzcuau Rocngpoin fucceeded his father Tetmidche, and 
before he had reigned a year was depofed by his difcontented gran- 
dees, who placed his fifter RapHtaTEpDIN upon the throne; an 
extraordinary phanomeuon in a mahomedan government. This 
female fovereign was, after various adventures, depofed by her bro- 
ther, Beharam Schah, and killed in attempting to make her eftape 
from him. 


Benaram Scuau, after reigning two years, was killed ina 
revolt. Massounscuan ALAzpDIN, fon of Firouz Schah Roc- 
‘neddin, then mounted the throne, and in the year 1246 was depofed 
by his brother Maumoup Scuau NasszreppIN, who made great 
conquefts in India, 


Arjer-the death ot Mahmoud Naflereddin, Firouz his uncle and 
Aladidin his nephew difputéd the throne. . ALAEDDIN ,caufed 
Firodz to be affaffinated, and-remained in poffeftion’of the throne of 
Dethé until the vear 1.217. 


HERg we ariive at. chaim of near 80 years in the hiftory of 
hate Kings,.which our guide Monf. D’Herbglot could not,find ma~ 
terials to. fill up. Saltan Mazmoup, who reigned at Dethi i in the 
Year’ 1398, is ftiled by Tarpgeigne!s hiftorian ,the grandion. of the 

‘Firouz Schah, concerning Which Firouz Schah we-can de~ 
Mefapine nothing morg than that he.was of the familv of Netmitghe. 
Mixmoup 
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~. Manmovp Scuau, a weak prince, was governed abfolutely by his 
vizir Mellou Cawn, who placed his brother Sarenk in the goverh- 
ment of the provinces which depended on the city of Multan, ald 
the two brothers between them ruled the whole kingdom, witheut 
auy other than a nominal interpofition of their fovereign. 


Tur Mirza Pir Mohammed Gehanguir had in the year 1392 ge- 
ceived from his grandfather Tamerlane the fovercignty of all. the 
countries which had formed the empire of Mahmond the KHowarat- 
mian, whom Gengifchan conquered, and who was father of the brave 
Gelaleddin. Pir Mohammed, at the end of the year 1397, or the 
beginning of the year 1398, fet out from his capital of Gazna, ad- 
vanced with a numerous army to Multan, and laid fiege to the city, 
which was well defended by Sarenk. 


Dunine the fiege TAMERLANE was advancing from Samarcande, 
He enitered India at the end of the year 1398, defcending more ter- 
rible than all its inundations from the center of the northern part of 
the Indian Caucafus. This invincible barbarian met with no refift- 
ance from the Indians fufficient to juftify, even by the military max- 
ims of Tartars, the cruelties with which he marked his way. He 
was joined near Multan by his grandfon, who had now taken that - 
city, and took in perfon the ftrong fortrefs of Batnir; after which he 
marched towards Delhi. Here fultan Mahmoud, with his’ viair, 
had the courage to ftand their ground, determined: to: rifk as! battle 
with forces evi oy way inferior to their enerhies, 


* TAMERLANE, when in fight of their army, pcSeannat ® hintidned 
thoufand prifoners, which his own army had gathered.in their taut, , 
to be put to death, becaufe they were idolaters, and: beeaufe fone jef | 
thefe wretches had betrayed {ymptems of fatisfaGtion at: the fight’ of 
a fkirmifh which had been fought with a party of fultan Mah- 
moud’s cavalry, As thefe marks of difaffeftion. had raifed the ‘ap- 
prébenfion of a general infurrettion of the flaves, during the: ier 

ahi 
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which: was impending, Tamerlane enforced his. order with “the 
groateft rigonr, and it was executed with the utmoft diligence. 


‘Tworor three days after this maflacre, Tamerlane gave battle, and 
was, as ever, victorious. Sultan Mahmoud and his vizir fled into 
Delhi, and in the night fled out of it. 


Deut was taken without refiftance, and its inhabitants were fub- 
jeéted fo the fame pillage and cruelties, which we have feen renewed 
in this century by Thamas Kouli Khan in the prefent capital of In- * 
‘doftan, which, although bearing the fame name, is not fituated ex- 
aétly on"the fame fpot as the antient Delhi. 


Arter having made the regulations neceflary to calm the convul- 
fions which his cruelties had raifed in the inhabitants of the metro- 
polis of Indoftan, Tamerlanc marched to the north-eaft towards the 
Ganges, not without refiftance maintained in fome places with refo- 
lution, but in all without-faccefs. He croffed the Ganges at Togli- 
poor, and expofing his perfon in every fkirmifh that offered with the 
{pirit of a volunteer, mipganed to the ftraights of Kupele. 

Ar the foot of the mountains called Kentafli, in the country of 
Thibct, and in that part of them which lies betwcen the es 
and thirty-feaond degree of latitude and between the ninety-eighth and 
the hundredth degree of dongitude, the Gages, formed from feveral 
fources, paffes fucceffively two great lakes, and flows to the weit until 
the oppofition of a part ofthe Indian Caucafus turns ittto the fouth, and 
foop after to the fouthedit, when at length flowing due fouth, and 
having campleted in thefe various direGtions a coure « of two hundred 
deagues,.it enters dadia by forcing its paflage through the mountaitis 
of the frontior. 


"Tae jpafs through whicti ‘the Gatiges Ganges difemibogues itfelf into in- 
eifthn is‘ called the ftraighté: hat which are diftant frees D&thi 
Hbbut 30 leagues, in the longitude of 96, and in’ the latitude of ma 

ic 
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Thefe ftraights are believed by the Indians, who lopk very.littles 
abroad, to be the fourcés of the Ganges; and a rock 15 miles diftant 
from them, bearing fore refemblarice to the head of a caw, has joined 
ig the fame part of the kingdom two very important objeéts of sheir 
religion; the grand image of the animal which they almoft venerate 
as Pi divinity, and the firft appearance of that immenfe body of holy 
water which wafhes away all their fins.. 


A Great multitude of Indians were affembled, probably, for the 
celebration of a feaft, at the ftraights of Kupele. ‘They made fome 
thew of refiftance againft ‘Tamerlane’s army, but were: no fooner 
attacked’ than difperfed. The field of this viétory is the moft diftant 
term of Tamerlane’s conquefts in India and on the globe. 


HE now prepared to return to his capital of Samarcande, and re- 
paffed the Ganges; after which he direéted his marth along the foot. 
of mount Canfcafus, until he arrived at the fouthern frontiers of Kath- 
mire, the mahomedan king of which country fent ambaffadors to 
make fubmiffion, As this rout was through cowntries which the 
army had not hitherto paffed, the {word was not yet fheathed, but 
large detachments. were making excurfions to the fouth, whilft Ta- 
merlane referved: to himfelf the tafk of fabduing the mountaineers 
who made any refiftance, or refufed to, acknowledge his fovereignty, 


From the frontiers of Kafhmire to the frontiers, of Indoftan, ‘the 

army paffed through countries which had fubmitted to Tange: 
at his entrance jpto India; and the march out of India was thiangh 
the mountains of Sheberto, a part of the Caucafus. . From, hence 
Tamerlane haftened to Samarcande. Having repofod a few riopths 
in this capital of his vaft dominions, he {et out on the great expedition 
in which he fubdued Syria and the Kalif of Egypt, vanquithed,Ba- 
jazet, aud. by, the addition of thefes conquetts, to thofe he had, made 
before, renderéd “himielf lord of an empires Which extended from 
Smyrna to the bantis of the ‘Ganges 
Tamern- 
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TamERL Sr never returned into India, but added the conquefts 
he had made in it to the government of his grandfon Pir Mohammed 
Gehanguir, who ruled from Gazifa the mahomedan dominions of In- 
défian until the death of his grandfather, which happened in the year 
ro4. An event in which {0 many princes were interefted did not 
fail to raife great commotions amongft the princes of his family. On 
his dexth-bed” Tamerlane named Pir Mohammed Gehan Ghir the 
upivertal heir of all his dominions. The contempt with which his 
yill was treated after his death, was equal to the vencration which 
had been paid to his authority«luring his life. The fultan Khalil, 
another of his grandfons, immediately took poffeffion of the capital 
of Samarcande, and protlaimed himfclf emperor. Pir Mohammed 
did not fiee long efiough to affert his rights, but was affaffinated fix 
months after the death of his grandfather. 





Tue fultan Sharock, the youngeft of the two farviving fons of 
Tanierlane, fucceeded to the inheritance defigned for’ Gehan Ghir : 
he reigned near 42 years, during which the conquetts of his father in 
India feem to haye remained in fubjedtion to his authority. 


Tere is in Europe an excellent hiftory of the life of this prince, 
and of his defcendants, continued to the year 1497. ‘There are 
likewife in England materials fafficient to form a hiftory of the de- 
pendance in which India remained to the pofterity of Tamerlane, 
until one of them ereéted the new dynafly of mahomedan emperors 
in Iydoftan, which is that of the prefent great Moguls; but thefe 
tras, hitherto little regarded by thofe, whofe fortunes alone could 
furnith the expence of prefenting them to the public in languages of 
cormemon ufe, remain out of the reach of public curiofity by the diffi- 
culties attending the ftudy of thofe in which they are written, 


A rew (craps detaghed from one’another by confiderable intervalsof 


time, and by fubjeéts of little conneétioa with each other, would be of 
little 
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Yetle ufe to guide us through fuch a length of-obfcurity as that in 
which we view at prefent the hiftory of Tamelane’s fucceffors in In- 
dia, until the time of Sultan Babr: and this ob{curity tout remag), 
writil the original hiftorics brought into England b= M+ Braver? pr 
others equivalent to them, fhall be publithed, 


Tue Suntan Base was the 6th in defcent, not from Sharoch, 
but from the Mirza Miran Schah, another of the fons of Tamer- 
lane; this Babr, yielding to the conquefts of the Ufbeg Tartars, re? 
tired from the country of Mawhranhar towards India: after making 
feveral>cxpeditions into Indoftan, he at Jatin the year 1526 de» 
feated Sultan Ibrahim Loudi, and became empergr of Delht Who 
Suhtan [brahim Loudi was, will in-all probability be known, when 
the commentaries‘of Sultan Babr, written by him(elf, and which 
we at Oxford, fhall be tranflated. After making ftill farther con- 
quefts in Indofan, Sultan Babr died near Agra in the Decesubes of: 


the year 1530. 


Tue pride of the Great Moguls defcended from Sultan Babr, in 
vaunting in their titles and on all other occafions, their defcent front 
Tamerlane, has given. rife to. the common belief, that the throne of 
Delhi, and the whole extent of the conquefts made by Tamerlane in: 
India, were maintained by his pofterity in a regular. filiation, and: 
without interruption, But fuch a fucceftion would have given no 
room for Sultan Babr’s.conquefts over a ftranger, as Sultan Loudi: 
appears,to- be, and would have excluded him: from the honouf of 
being the founder’ of the prefent dynafty of Great Moguls, ° 


Homaion fucceeded to his father Babr, and in 1540 fled: into 
Pegfia before the Pitans, whom we imagine to have been the Maho. 
medari fubje&ts of Sultan Ibrahim Loudi conquered by Babr. By 
the affiftance of the Ring of Perfia Homaion recovered his empire in’ 
15%5, dnd died'in 1556. Befor\ his flight he had conquered: and’ 
ad¥ed:to the: Mogul dominions théveingdoms of Guzerat and ‘Malvas 
Ke Had likewifptaken poffeffion of the kingdom of Bengal. 

D Acsar. 
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AcBAR futceeded his father Homaion, and died, after a reign of 
near 50 years, m 1605. He extended the empire, but not fo far to 
tlge fouthnward as to prevent him from vouchfafing to ftile the king 
of Portugal his neighbour, in virtue of the territories poffeffed by 
this nation near Goa on the ‘coaft of Malabar. 


To Achar fucceeded his fon Jenancurn, who died 1627- A 
weak prince, enflaved by the influence of his miftrefs Nourjeban, con- 
fined iA his perfon, and conftrained i in his government, by the ambi- 
tion of his fon Gehan Schah. “Sir Thomas Roe was fent embaffa- 
dor to Jehanguir by king James the firft. 


Scuan GzHan fucceeded to his father Jehanguir; and after a 
reign fuccefsful until the change of his fortunes, to which a ficknefs 
of languor occafioned by intemperance in his feraglio gave rife, was 
depofed and confined by his fon Aurengzebe, and died in 1666. 


Tuere is not a more curious piece of hiftory than that of the re~ 
bellion of Aurengzebe againft his,father, written by Mr. Bernier. 
After having murdered his three brothers and fome of their chil- 
dren, to acquire the throne, Aurengzebe maintained himielf in it 
fear 50 years, with fo ftri€t an attention to the government of his 
empire, as entitles him to be ranked with the ableft princes, who 
have reigned in any age or, country.. He conquered more than 
half the provinces of the Peninfula of India in perfon, and his vice- 
roy$ conquered or, fubjeéted almoft all the reft, the feacoafts of 
Malabar excepted. The revenues of the empire’amounted in his 
time to near thirty-eight millions of pounds fterling. He died in 


1707. 


Bur all the abilities of Aureggzebe: did not give him the power of 
fecuring his crown sq one of his fons in preference to the reft, and it 
appears by his will that he forefaw tle contefts which enfued amongft 
them after his death. His fons im Schah, and Mahomed Mauzm, 


fought at the head of armies nat equalled fince the time of Tamer- 
lahe. 
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lang. That of Mahomed Mauzm confifted of more than tliree lhundre: 
thoufand fighting men, of which one hundred and fifty thoufand 
were cavalry. Azem, who feems by his father’s will t6 have beew 
the favourite, was defeated and killed, and Mauzm was proclairfled 
emperor, under the title of BanapR ScwAu, after which he attacked 
his brother Kaunbukth, who was taken prifoner and died of his 
wounds. Bahadr Schah died after reigning about fix years accord- 
ing to Mr. Frazer. 


Or four fons which furvived their father Bahadr Schah, three 
joined againft the other, defeated and killed him, and then Jenan- 
per Scuau feparated from the other two, defeated and put them to 
‘death; after which he was-proclaimed emperor; but as fle was a 
very weak prince, and infatuated by his miftrefs Lal Koar, who had 
been a public finger; two brothers the principal men of his court 
dethroned him, and placed on the throne Manomep Furruxsir 
fon to Azem Scuau, the prince who fell the firft of the three bro- 
thers, by whofe deaths Jehander Schah acquired the crown. 


We know not what term to give to the reign of Jehander Schah, 
the predeceffor of Furrukfir, as Mr. Frazer, who is now the guide 
to whom we are moft indebted for the hiftory of this dynaity, feems 
to have made a miftake in the chronology of this period. Aureng- 
zebe is faid to have died in February 1707, aud, Mahomed Furrukfir 
in February 1719, which dates give an eaterval of twelve years, At 
the fame time Bahadr Schah the fucceffor of Aurengzebe is fail to 
have reigned about fix years, Mahomed Furrukfir the fucceffor of Je- 
hander Schah, tu have reigned feven: {o that we have in the reigns of 
thefe two princes, without the interpofition of Jehander Schuh, nfore 
than the term which elapfed between the deaths of Aurengzebe and 
Mahomed Furrukfir, whofe\deaths, are afcertained by dates. Mr. 
Frazer has not ‘afcértained the term of Jchander Schab’s reign; but 
# thofe of Bahadr Schar and Fu\rukfir could be authentically redyced 
ittto the {pact ‘tp which’ thty mul§ be confined, it would be fhfficient, 
adéerding to ideas..of Mogul Mion that Jehander Schah ont 

once: 
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once performed the ceremony of fitting: in public on the ‘thront of 
‘Dethi, to intitle him ta he ranked in the lift of the “estinérors af 


frdoftan. 


By that dependance to the great men of the kingdor to’ which 
their contefts for the crown had reduced the defcendants of Aureng- 
zebe, the emperors eleéted, although reverented as ‘defpotic”by the 
multitude, afcended the throne in bonds, and were in realty tiothing 
more fhan the flaves of their minifters. 


Srive the, blood of Tamerlane contitmed to be held in too great 
veneratibp throughout the empire, to permit any others than his de-* 
{eendants to entertain hopes of afcending the throne with impunity. 
Thofe who ftood neareft to the throne, in virtue of their offices and 
power, were thérefore contented to rule the empire as they pleafed, 
by fhewing to the people a pompous’ fovereign, who fn reality com- 
manded ‘nothing but the women of his feraglio. 


Fourrussin was the firft. of the Great Moguls, whofe father had 
not been emperor, and we fhall foon fee more examples of this 
oblique fucceffion, “The fame lords who had rrifed, depofed him as 
a meafute néceflary to their own’ fecurity. Not content with con- 
fining him, they put out his eyes ; but even.this degree of. imbecillity 
and Wwretéhedacts did not appeafé their fears or fatisfy their, sefent- 
ment® They murdered him on the 16th of February 1 719, aggra~ 
vating the deed with every indignity and infult, 


Tiesz depofers of ‘Fuirukfir_ placed ‘on th throne his. coufig, 
german Raffeih al Ditjat fon, of Raffcih al Shen, con Wien 


from whom the emperor Jebahder’ q Wop the crown. Rafkeiy 
al Dirjat was taken out hha esd rae tee be. 








windé Sg Mthomedin Conbiterot? ta Yadottan. an 


tion; for the ‘fame difpofers' OF the “throne ‘who had made him em-+ 
peror, mivrdered hint when he Had-ftarcely reigned three months. 


Tuer then took Raffeih al’ Dowlet, brother of Raffeih al Dirjat, 
probably -out of ‘the fame place“of confihement, and placed him on 
the throne. The reign of this emperor was of Yhorter duration 
than that of his:brother, for he,died within a few days after ‘is ac 
ceffion, and his death was-not fufpected to be the effet of paifon. 


Manomen Schah was now prociaimed by the two brothers Ab- 
dallah ‘ichan, and Hoffan Ally Khan, whom we have feen powerfu, 
enough to make four’ and depofe five empetors of Iadoftan. J¥ ther 
were no interreigns, four of thefé fucceffions happened in the fpace 
of four months, 


Mauomen Schah was fon of Jehan Schah, one of the'three brow 
thers who perithed in difputing the crown with their brother Jehan 
der Schah. So that a fon of each of thefe three wnfortunate princes 
became emptror only to beas unfortunate as his father, 


Bur the greatett‘ humiliation, if not ths. most tragioal exity-was 
referved tor Mahomed Schah. Butithe: bégimning of lis reign was 
not without a ftroke of. vigour in the mode of eaftern politics; for 
his courtiers, to pheafe him, affaffinated Hoffan Ailly Khan, one’of 
the two brothers whofe hands ‘hailibeen imbsued in  muth-ofth: 
blood of his family,” 


Tux other brother Abdulizh Caan immediately appeared in siti, 
and oppofed another emperor. of his.own nominatioa‘te Mahemed 
Schah. - A battle ienfued, in which Abdullah’ was taken prifonor. 
He died three months afterwalds of kis wounds; having, it is ‘faidl, 
received the affrante of his from Mehanied. Schab ; whigh, 
if'trde, ‘is an examplt of.clemendy: very rarcly. found in the walitira 
of Atatic motanghs.: 


Tue 
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‘Tux removal of two fuch dangerous enemies to the throne, ‘placed. 
Mahomed Schah in poffeffion ef it with a fecurity unknown to. his 
spredeceffors, fince the reign of Aurengzebe; but this fecurity ferved 
only to render him anwar af it. Indolent, fenfual,and irrefolute, 
he voluntarily gave to favourites as great a degree of power, as that 
which the minifters of the throne had lately poffeffed in defiance of 
the will of their fovereigns. The fatal moment approached, in which 
a foreigner was to determine whether he fhould exterminate the 
race Sf ‘Tamerlane, and annex the richeft empire of the univerfe to 
his own. Caundorah the vizir and favourite of Mahomed Schah 
quarrelled with Nizam al Muluck the viceroy of the foutheM, pro- 
vinces,*who had ender his jurifdiétion very near a fourth part of the 
empire, and who without rebellion had rcidered himfelf almoft in- 
dependant of the emperor. Bred under the eye of Aurengzebe, 
Nizam al Muluck cenfured openly and in the ftrongeft terms, the 
lethargick and pufillanimous adminiftration, as well as the profligate 
and diffolute manners of the court; hoping, no doubt, to impair the 
influence of his rival Caundorah. At laft pretending that there could 
be no remedy to fuch defperate evils, but in a total revolution of the 
empire, he advifed Thamas Kouli Khan, who had ufurped the throne 
of Perfia, to come and take poffeffion of that of Indoftan; and Tha-. 
mas Kouli Khan followed his advice. 


Mx. Frazer has left us an authentic account of this extraurdi- 
naryr revolution, An army famifhed by its own numbers, com-: 
manded by chiefs unanimous,in nothing but their unwillingnefs. to: 
fight, and thefe by an emperor who could not command his fears, 
fapinitted to enemies whom they: outnumbered five to ones’ but thefe 
enemies had been inured to confliéts under the moft defperate {ol- 
dier of the age, and were rendered REY by the expeftation of* 
plundering the capital of the sicheft Empire in the world. A ‘kir- 
mifh decided the fate of this em jre- Mahomed Schali laid his 
regalia at the feet of Thamag:Koyli Khan, who took’ poffeifion of 
Delhi, plundered it. and maflacred a hundred thoufand .of its Inha- 


ditants. ‘ 
The 
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Tue conqueror referving to himfelf all the countries lying to the 
weftward of the river Indus and Attock, reftored all the reft to Maho- 
med Schah, and reinftated him in the throne with formalities ; after 
which he returned to Perfia, carrying with him out of Indoftan a 
treafure, which in effeéts, filver, gold antl jewels, was valued at mote 
than feventy millions of pounds fterling. He entered India from 
Kandahar in the beginning of the year 1738, and returned to Kan~ 
dahar at ‘the end of the year 1739. This dreadful incurfion is reck- 
oned to have coft Indoftan, befides its treafures, the lofs of twp hung 
dréd thoufand tives. 

oN, 

‘Tue cruelties exercifed in India by Thamas Kouli Khan, were 
fuch, that rvife had the courage to prefent ‘2 writing to him, 
conceived in thefe terms: “ If thou art a god, aét as a god; if thow 
“ art a prophet, conduét us in the way of falvation; if thou art a 
“ king, render the people happy, and do not deftroy them.” To 
which the barbarian replied, “ I am no god, to aét as a god; rior a 
“ prophet, to fhew the way of falvation; nor a king, to render the 
* people happy; but I am he whom God fends to the nations which, 
“ he has determined, to vifit with his wrath.” 
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SECTION It. 


HE northern nations of ‘India, although idolaters, having, 
fearce a religion, when compared to. the multitude of {uper- 
ftitions and, ceremonies which’ charaéterife the inhabitants of the 
fouthern countries, were eaiily, induced to cmbrace Mahomedanifin, 
and are at this day ,the, Afighans or Pitans, who figure fo much in 
“ll the"late revolutions of Delhj: Excepting thefe, Faw of the other 


Indians have been converted. 


Tue, Symies which made the frit, conquefts fort ads of the 
reipettive dynatties, or for other incurfors, left behind ™m; bumbers 
of Mahomedans, who, feduced by a; finer climate and, axicher coun- 
try, forgot their”own. 


Tux Mahomedan, princes of India- naturally gave a preference ta 
the : fervice of men of their own religion, who, from. whatever coun- 
try they came, were of a more vigordus conftitution than the ftoutett 
of the fubjeGted nation: this preference has continually encour aged 
adventurers from Tartary, Perfia, and Arabia, to teek their fortunes 
under a government, from which they were fure of receiving greater 
encouragement than they could expect at home. 


From thefe origins, time has formed in India a mighty nation of 
near” ten millions of Mahomedans, whom Europeays call Mosrs: to 
them, under the authority of the Great Mogul, the greateft part of 
Indpitan is now fubject: but, although the reigning nation, they are 
cout-numbered by ihe Indians ten to ‘one. 


Tis inferiority of numbers, has oblikea the Mahomedans to leave 
in al) parts of Indoftan, many Indian princes in poffeffion of their re~ 
{pettive Overeignties, which they arefermitted to govern without mo- 
leftation, on condition that they pay the ftipulated tridyte, and do‘not 


dnfringe 
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infringe any other part of the treaties by which they or their ancef- 
tors have acknowledged the fovercignty of the Great Mogul. Thefe 
Indian princes are called Rajahs, i.e. kings: more thatf one half af 
the empire is at this day fubjeét to thefe Rajahs, of whom fome’: ‘ape 
princes of very {mall territories, and others, fuch as Jaffeing and Je{- 
femfeing mentioned by Mr. Bernier in the hiftory of Aurengzebe, 
as alfo the kings of Myfore and Tanjore mentioned in the hiftory of 
the prefent wars of Coromandel, poffefs dominions almoft as large as 
the kings of Pruffia or Portugal. Many of them pretend to grea? 
antiquity of family, and one, whom the emperor Acbar conquered, 
boaftegehis defcent from Porus. 


Besrnes the Indians who refide in the territories of tht Rajahs, 
there are every where feen great numbers of them in thofe parts of the 
country which are immediately fubject to the Great Mogul without 
the interpofition of an Indian prince to govern them. They are the 
only cultivators of the land, and the only manufaéturers of the im- 

men{e quantities of linnen which are made in the empire; infomuch 
that at a diftance from the capital cities, the great trading towns, the 
encampments of armies, and the high roads, it is rare to fee in the 
villages or fields a Mahomedan employed in any thing except levying 
contributions or aéting in fome other refpeét as an officer of the 
Creat Mogul. 


INTELLIGENT enquirers affert that there are no written law's 
amongtt the Indians, but that a few maxims tranfinitted by tradition 
fupply the place of fuch a code in the difcuffion of civil caufes; and that 
the ancient practice, correéted on particular occafions by the good fente 
of the judge, decides abfolutely in criminal cafes. In all cafes derived 
from the relations of blood, the Indian is worthy to be trufted with the 
greateft confidence; but in oe of property, in which this relation 
does not exift,as a cunning fubtil pedple they arg perpetually in dif- 
Rptes; and for the want of a written code the juftice or injuftice ofthe 

: decifior ion depends, on the integrity'or venality of the judge. Hence the 
parties prefer to fubmit their caufe the decifion of arbitrators chofén 


by themfglves, rather than to that Sf the dfficers.agpointed by the 
government. 
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‘ 
Tue Alcoran is to the Mahomedans at once the fource of their 
religious inftitutions, of their civil law, and of the adminiftration of 
jeftice i in.criminal cafes. The two firft of thefe heads have been ag 
caploufly commented as in any religion or government whatfoever. 


Tue Malla in Indoftan fuperintends the practice and punithes the 
breach of religious duties, the Cadi holds courts in which are tried 
afl difputes of property, and the Catwal is the judge and executor of 
juftice in criminal cafes. 


An accurate defcriptiqn of the funétions allotted to the Cagaapd the 
Mulla, would requiye a volume, which we have not materials to fur~ 
nith; and if furnithed, this volume would Jeave us but imperfeétly in- 
formed of the general adminiftration of juftice in the cafes fuppofed to 
fall under the jurifaiion of thefe officers; fince the fovereign or his 
delegate perpetually wrefts all kinds of caufes from the gommon forms 
of trial, and decides them himielf without appeal. Some notion of 
the Catwal is given by Mr, Thevenot: the punifhments inflicted by 
this tribunal, are different from thofe,prefcribed by the Alcoran; from 
the precepts of which the Catwal likewife deviates in exercifing the: 
torture, and it contradiéts them, in being always open to bribery. 


WE fee in thofe parts of Indoftan which are frequented by the 
European nations, the cuftoms or laws which regard lands fabject to 
contradiétions, not eafily reconcileable. The hufbandman who pol 
feffes a few fields has the power of felling and bequeathing them, at 
the fame time that the diftriét in which thefe fiefs are included is 
annvally let out by the government to a renter, who pays a certain 
fum of moncy to the lord of the country, aud reccives from the cul- 
tivator a certain part of his harvefts. The renter fometimes quarrels 
with the hufbandman, and difpJaces him from his poffeffions: cla- 
mours as againft the higheft degree of injuftice enfuc ; the prince in- 
terferes, and generally redrefles the foor man, who has fo much neett , 
of fupport in fuch a caufe of mifery; and if he fails to give this proof 
of his inclination to juttice, he 4 held in execration, and deetged 


capable of any friguitv. 
7h In 
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Iw Bil the countries abfolutely fubje@ted, the Great Mogul files 
himfelf proprietor of all the lands, and gives portions of thems at, 
will as revenues for life to-his feudatorics ; but ftill thet grants take: 
not away from the cultivator the. right, of fale and bequelt. The 
policy of all the Indian governments of Indoftan, as well as that of 
the Great Mogul, feems to confift more in a perpetual attention to 
prevent any one family from obtaining great poffeffions, than in the: 
intention of multiplying oppreffions upon the body of the people ; 
for fuch a flavery would {oon leave the monarch little grandcur te 
boaft of, and few fubjeéts to command. As all acquifitions of land 
are fuwoyeét to the infpeétion of the governmant, the man who fhouildl 
attempt to make himfelf proprietor of a large efiate in land, would 
be refufed the certificates neceflary to put him in poffeffion, and 
would be marked as a victim neceffary to be facrificed to the policy 
of the ftate. From what we fee in the hiftories ofthis and other , 
eaftern countries, the violences committed among the great, lead us 
to think that the man of more humble condition is fubjeét to {till 
greater violences ; when, on the contrary, this humility is the beft 
of protections, 


Tue Feudatory, by the acceptance of a certain title and the pen- 
fion which accompanies it, acknowledges the Great Mogul his heir, 
No man, from the Vizir downwards, has any truft of importance 
repofed in him but on thefe terms, and on his deceafe the whole of 
his property that can be found is feized for the ufe of the-emperor, 
who gives back to the family what portion he pleafes. The eftates 
of all | who are not feudatories defcend to the natural heirs. 


‘Tuesr barriers raifed againft the aggrandizement of partictlar 
familics became abfolutcly ncceffary in a ftate, neceffitated to repofe 
very great trufts in certain oe 


Tué whole extent of Indoftan is not divided into more than twenty- 
7 8 ovinces: each of thefe inclade feveral Indian principalities. A 
large army ready to move at the firft warning wa found necef- 

E 2\ fary 
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fary to ceetce the Rajahs; the fame force divided under feveral dif 
tinG@efommanders would have heen ineffectual. Hence it was ne~ 
ceflary to give a large traét of country to the government of a fingle 
otfiéer, or to relinquith the defign of extending the’ dominion. 


Tuis officer, now well known in Europe by the title of Nabob, 
was made 1ubject to the controul of others who refided in the pro- 
vince with him, and over whom he had no authority. The fove- 
eign referved to himfelf the power of life and death. Civil caufes 
were referved to the Cadi, and the revenues and expences ofthe pro- 
vince were fubjeét to the examination of the Duan, who ff@maged 
the cuftems and togk poffeffion for the emperor of the eftates of the 
feudatories who died. The Great Mognl gave the goverment of 
the ftrongeft holds in the province to governors who were in nothing 

_ fabjeét to the Nabob. He was called to court, kept there, or tranf= 
lated into another government, whenever the miniftry thought thefe 
changes neceflary; and there was a time when they were to frequent, 
that a new Nabob left Delhi riding contrary to the ufual manner with 
his back turned to the head of his alephant, and gave for a reafon, 
“ That he was looking out for his fucceffor.” ~ 


Tue divifions of the royal family gave the Nabobs of provinces 
diftant from the capital, opportunities of acquiring a ftability in their 
governments, and the court was now content to receive a ftipulated 
fam, ip lieu of the real revenues of the province, im which the Nabob 
became little lefs than abfolute, and had nothing to fear but an army 
from Delhi, which was always coming, and never came. But even be- 
fore they arrived at this {tate of independence, we find them exercifing 
the ‘cruel caprices of defpotifm on wretches too weak to raife: their 
complaints to the throne. Mandleflow tells a ftory of a Nabob who 
cut off the heads of a fet of dancing girly, that is, of a company of very 
handiome women, bécaufe they did ng come to his palace on the firft 
‘fommons. In Favernier we fee a man, who murders his wifé, four 
children, and thirteen flayes, and. ig Jeft unpunithed, becaufe he is'the 
pecion on wh¢ém the Nahob relied for the cure of a diftemper, 

Tas 
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Tue relations of all the travellers into Indoftan abound with ex 
amples of the vices of thefe princes. «It has been obferv vel that all the 
Mahomedans eftablifhed in India acquire, in the third generations 
the indolence and pufillanimity of the original inhabitants, and at 
the fame time a cruelty of character to which the Indians are at pre« 
fent happily ftrangers. Hence we are almoft intluced to give affent 
to the opinion, that the prohibition of fhedding blood of any kind, 
inculcated by the Indian religion, was a political inftitution, witely, 
calculated to change i into gentler manners the fatguinary dipofition, 
which is {iid to have chara@terifed all the inhabitants of Indoftan be« 
fore tHe Peligion of Brama was introduced athong{t them, 
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TO THE READER. 


INCE the firft edition of this book in 1764, Mr. ALExaNnER 

Dow has publifhed a trarfflation of The Hiflory of the Mahome- 
dan Conquerors in Indofiqn, written originally in Perfic by Fpaagura. 
This werk of Ferisur. A isan abridgement of other hiftorians, and 
extends ftom the beginning of the reign of SeseGrecuin, the firft 
of the Ghaznavide Monarchs’ who made conqueits in Indoftan, to 
the end of the reign of the Emperor Acnar ; that is, from the year 
977 to 1605 of our AEra; and of the Mahomedan, from 365 to 
TOr4. 

Tertsua gives the origin and regular fucceffien of all the Kings 
of Ghazna ani emperors of Delhi during this period, the progrets of 
their conquefts in Indoftan, and the other principal events of their 
reigns; and thus iupplies the voids and imperfections of the bifto- 
rical purt of our Difertation on the Eflabliflments made by Mahomedan 
Conquerors in Indofian. We have, neverthclets, left our differtation 
in its firft ftate, that the attention of the Reader might be direéted 
to the work of Ferisura, which is the moft curious and valuable 
piece of Oriental hiftory, of which a tranflation has hitherto been 
given to Europe. 
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f ee Englifh eftablifhments in the kingdém of In; 
doftan are divided into three governments, inde- 
pendant of each “other. Bombay commands the factories 
on the weftern fide of the peninfula, commonly called thé 
Malabar coaft; together with thofe in Perfia: the eftablifh- 
ments and poffeffions on the caftern or Coromandel coaft 
are under the government of Madrafs: and thofe in Ben= 
gal depend on Calcutta. From the year 1745 to the con- 
chifion of the late peace, the Englifh have been oe a 


F engaged 


INTRODUCTION, 


engaged in war, in one or other of thefe divifions: and the 
prefervation of their commerce in the Eaft-Indies abfolutely 
depended on the conduct and fuccefs of the wars of Coro- 
mandel and Bengal. We have therefore thought that a 
general hiftory of their military tranfactions in Indoftan, 
during this period, would not be unacceptable to the pub- 
lic; more efpecially as there is no 8 of the world in 
which the Britifh arms have, of late years, acquired more 
honour, 


Bo oO 8 th 


THE WAR OF COROMANDEL 


HE war declared between Great Britain and France in 1744, 

extended its operations to the fettlements of the two nations 
in India; peace was no fooner reftored to them by the treaty of Aix- 
Ja-Chapelle, than they took up arms againft one another, on the 
coaft of Coromandel, as allies to two Moorifh lords contending for 
the poffeflion of the province of Carnatica, The competition be~ 
tween thefe lords had its rife in events, which happened feveral years 
before the Englith or French took part in it; it therefore becomes 
neceffary to deferibe thofe events; and as the government, policy, 
and cuftoms of the nations of Indoftan differ greatly from thof of 
Europe, we fhall endeavour, in the courfe of our narrative, to give as 
much of their charaéter and manners, as appears neceffary for the 
intelligence of the faéts which we relate. 

Mosr of the countries which have been conquered by the Great 
Mogul in the peniniula of India, are comprized under one viceroyalty, 
called from its fituation the Decan, or fouth, From the word Soubah, 
fignifying a province, the viceroy of this vaft territory, is called Soubah- 
dar, and by Europeans improperly Soubah, Of the countries under 
his juri(diction, fome are entircly fubjeGted to the throne of Delhi, and 
governed by Mahomedans, whom Europeans as improperly call 
Moors; whilft others remain under the government of their orjginal 
Indian princes or Rajahs, and are faffered to follow their apie 
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modes on condition of paying tribute to the Great Mogul, The 
Moorith governors depending on the Soubah, affume, when treating’ 
with their inferiors, the title of Nabob, which fignifics Deputy : but 

’ this in the regifters of the throne is fynonimous to Soubahdar, and the 
greateft part of thofe who ftile themfelves Navabs, or. Nabobs, are 
ranked at Delhi under the title of Phous-dar, which is much inferior 
to that which they affume, fignifying no more than the commander 
of a body of forces. ‘The Luropeans eftablithed in the territories of’ 
thefe Pfeydo-Nabobs (if we may be allowed the expreffion) following 
the example of the natives with whom they have moft intercourfe, 
have agreed in giving them the title they folmuch affect, In defe~ 
rence therefore to the cuftom which has prevailed, we fhall leave 
them in poffeffion of it-aud in the courfe of our narration fhall like- 
wife diftinguifh the great viecroy by that of Soubah. 

A Nasoz ought to hold bis commiffion from Delhi, and if at his 
death a facceffor has not becn previoufly appointed by the Great Mo~ 
gul, the Soubah has the right of naming a perfon fo adminifter the 
Nabobfhip until the will of the Sovereign is known; but a Nabob, 
thus appointed by a Soubah is not decmed authentically eftablifhed 
until he is confirmed from Delhi. “ The Soubah receives from the 
feveral Nabobs the annual revenucs of the crown, and remits them to 
the treafury of the Empire. The Nabobs are obliged to accompany 
him in all military expeditions within rhe extent of his viceroyalty, 
but not in any without that extent. Thete regulations were intended 
to place them in tuch a flate of dependance on the Soubah as fhould 
render them fubfervicnt to the interefts of the Empire, and at the 
fame time leave them in a fiate of independapce, which would 
render it difficult for the Soubah to make ufe of their affiftance to 
brive the throne. 

‘Tur conttitution of the Mogul Empire began to lofe its vigour im~ 
metliately after the death of Aurengzche, the ableft monarch that ever 
reigned over Indoftan ; but finct the dreadful incurfion of the Perfians 
under ‘Thamas Kovuli Khan, it has declined daily more and more: fo 
that luring the laft fifty years, Soubahs have been feen to maintain 
them\lves in'their governments againft the will of the throne, and 
have fonfequently appointed Nabobs under them with as little regard 

to 
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to its authority ; Nabobs likewife have kept pofleffion of their go- 
yernments in oppofitien both to the Soubah and the throne; and 
what is more extraordinary in the offices of a defpotic ftate, both 
Soubahs and Nabobs have named their fixceeffors, who have oftett 
fucceeded with as little oppofition as if they had been the heirs ap« 
parent of an hereditary donation. What we have faid of the go- 
vernment of the fouthern provinces, is equally applicable to all the 
other Soubathips of the empire, 

Tue Carnatic is one of the moft confi erable Nabobfhips depen 
dant on the Sofibah of the Decan: from its capital it is likewife 
named the province pf Arcot; bur its prefent liraits are greatly in- 
ferior to thofe which bounded tie ancient Carnatic before it was 
conquered by the Great Mogul; for we do not find that the Nabobs 
of Arcot have ever extend their authority beyond the river Gon- 
degama to the north, the great chain of mountains to the weft, and 
the borders of the kingdoms of ‘{ ritchinopoly, Tanjore, and Mytore 
to the fouth. “The fea bounds it to the eaft. It was not before the 
beginning of the prefent century that this country was entirely re~ 
duced by the Moors. 

Sapartutta, a regular and Acknowledged Nabob of the Carnatic, 
having no iffue, adopted the two fons of his brother; appointing the 
elder, Doaft-ally, to fucceed in the Nabobfhip ; and conferring on 
the younger, Boker-ally, the government of Velore; he likewife di- 
re¢ted that Gulam Haffein, the nephew of his favourite wife, fhould 
be Duan or prime minifter to his fucceflor. Having ,reigned from 
the year 1710 to 1732, he died much regretted by his fubjects. 

Tue difpofitions he had made were fulfilled without oppofition or 
difficulty; but Nizam-al-muluck, the Soubah of the fouthern pro= 
vinces, beheld the acceflion of Doaft-ally with averfion, fince it Sook 
effect without that deference to his authority which he was deter- 
minced to eftablifh throughout all the governments under his jurifdic- 
tion. The jealoufy of this powerfal fuperior prevented Doaft-ally 
from procuring a regular confirmation from Delhi: it is faid that he 
only obtained fome letters of approbation from the vizir, without 
the proper forms of an authentic commiffion. ) 
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Doast-Axiy had two fons, of whom the eldeft, Subder-ally, was 


‘—-~— arrived at man’s eftate when his father fucceeded to the Nabobthip ; 


5736. 


he had likewife feveral daughters, one of whom he had at that time 
given in marriage to his nephew Mortiz-ally, fon of Boker-ally; and 
another to a more diftant relation named Chunda-faheb. This lord 
gave his own daughter by a former wife in marriage to Gulam Haffein, 
and availing him(elf of the incapacity of his fon-in-law, obtained the 
Nabob’s permiffion to admjnifter the office of Duan in his ftead. 
‘Tue kingdoms of Tritchinopoly and Tanjore, although tributary 


‘to the Great Mogul, were edch of them governed b} its own prince 


oy Rajah, and the care of levying the tributes og thefe countries was 
intrufted to the Nababs of Arcot, who were fometimes obliged ta 
fend an army to facilitate the colleétion of them, The death of the 
king of Tritchinopoly in 1736, was followed by difputes between 
the queen and a prince of the royal blood, which produced a con~ 
fufion in the government fufficient to give the Nabob of Arcot hopes 
of fubjeGting the kingdom to his authority, He therefore deters 
mined-to fend an army under the command of his fon Subder-ally 
and the Duan Chunda-fgheb to feize any opportunity which might 
offer of getting poffeffion of the city.6f Tritchinopoly; but to pre- 
vent fufpicions, the colleétion of the tribute was given out as the only 
intention of the expedition, and the army was ordered to move lei- 
furely down to the {ea-coaft, before they proceeded to the fouth; 
accordingly they came to Madrafs, where they remained fome days, 
and then went to Pondicherry, where they ftaid a longer time ; dur- 
ing which, Chunda-faheb laid the firft foundation.of his connexions 
with the French government in that city; from hence they marched 
to Tritchinopoly, 

Ba intrigues, of which we have not the details, Chunda-faheb pre- 
vailed on the queen to admit him with a body of troops into the city, 
having firft taken an oath on the Koran, that he would a¢t in nothing 
to her detriment: the people of-the country fay that fhe fell in love 
with him; if fo, fhe was ill requited, for he foon after feduced the 


“garrifon, {cized the city, and confined her to a prifon, where the died 


ofgtiek The fubmiffion of the reft of the kingdom {oon followed that 
€ ‘ of 
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of the capital; after which, Subder-ally leaving Chunda-faheb to’ 


govern thefe riew acquifitions, returned to his -father at Arcot, who 
appointed Meer-affud, the preceptor of Subdcr-ally, to fucceed Chun- 
da-faheb in the office of Duan. 

Tue new Duan was well acquainted with the ambitious chara@ter 
of his predeceffor, and reprefented to Subder-ally the confequences 
which were to be apprehended ftom a man of fuch dangerous views, 
placed in a goyernment of fuch importance. Subder-ally faw hi? 
error when it was too late to redréfs it; for when he reprefented to 
his father the neceflity of recalling Chunda-faheb to Arcot, the Na- 
bob, apprehenfive of open ruptures in his family, and attached to his 
fon-in-law from an opinion of his abilities, could not be induced to 
follow Meer-aflud’s advice. 

Cuunpa-saHEs hearing what had been attempted againft him, 
took meafureg to fecure himfelf: he put the city of Tritchinopoly in 
a good ftate of defence, and placed his two brothers in the ftrongeft 
towns dependant on his fovereignty; Buda-faheb in Madura, and 
Saduck-faheb in Dindigul: byt notwithftanding thefe preparations, 
he determined not to throw off his allegiance to the Nabob, before 
he thould be openly attacked. 

In the mean time Nizam-al-muluck’s refentments againft the fa- 
mily of Doaft-ally increafed with their acquifitions ; for, notwith- 
ftanding the independancy affected by Chunda-faheb, he did not 
doubt that the force of Tritchinopoly would always be tnited with 
that of Arcot, whenever danger from foreign powers fhould threaten 
either of the two governments. But his attention was for fome years 
taken up by affairs of much greater importance than the reducjng of 
this family to his obedience. At one time, he was prepared to join 
the Great Mogul, whom he wifhed to fee dethroned, againft Tha- 
mas Kouli Khan, whom he had inyited to invade the Empire: and 
after the Perfian left Indoftan, he was obliged to keep his arms 
turned towards Delhi, where he was equally dreaded and detefted, 
Thus prevented from marching into the Carnatic, he at leggth de- 
termined to give the Morattoes permiffion to attack it. .’By this 
meafure he fatisfied, in part, the obligations he lay under to*that na- 

\tion, 


39 


1736. 
—— 


1739 


“fie War.or COROMANDEL, Book:?. 


739. tion, and at the fame time employed a force, which, mext to his 
‘tea gqwn, was the mott capable of conquering the dominions of Doaft-ally, 
Tur country of the Morattoes lies between Bombay and Gol-Kon- 

dah: its limits are not known with any degree of certainty to Euro~ 

peuns, and we are equally ignorant of the origin and hiftory of the 

people. It is now a century that they have made a figure as the moft 
enterprifing foldiers of Indoftan, and as the only nation of Indians, 

»which feems to make war an occupation by choice; for the Rajpouts 

are foldiers by birth. Of late yedrs they have often been at the gates 

of Delhi; fometimes in arms againft the throne: at others, in defence 

of it againft the Afghans or Pitans. The ftrength of their armies 
confifts in their numerous cavalry, which is more capable of refifting 
fatigue than any in India; large bodies of them having been known 

to march fifty miles ina day. They avoid genera] engagements, and 

feem to have no other idea in making war, but that of doing as much 
inifchisf as poffible to the enemy's country. This they effect by 
driving off the cattle, deftroying the harveft, burning the villages, 

and by exercifing fuch cruelties as makes the people of the open 
coutitry take flight on the firft rumours of their approach. The 
rapidity of their motions leaves the prince with whom they wage 

war little chance of ftriking a decifive blow againft them, or even 

of attacking with effe@ any of their détachments. Hence the ex- 

pence of maintaining an army in the field with very little probability 

of even fightiflg fuch an enemy, and the greater detriment arifing 

from the devaftations they commit, generally induce the govern- 
mepts they attack to purchafe their retreat with money. Great par- 
fimopy in their expences, and continued collections of treafure by the 
smeatts now defcribed, have been the principal caufes of raifing them, 

in lof than a'century,,from a people’ of iticonfiderable acts, to ana- 

tion whith at prefent ftrikes terror into all the countries between 
Dethi.and Cape Comorin. They often let out bodies of men, ‘and 
fametimes whole armies; ‘but the hiring of them is 4 dangerous re- 

‘or the offer of better terms feldom fails to make them change 
id they feldorn telinguith their praGtice of plundering even in 
tries which they are hired to defend, But notwithftanding 
their 
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their warlike charaéter, they are.in other refpeéts, the moft {erupu- 
lous obfervers of the religion of Brama ; never cating of any thing® 
that has life, nor even killing the infetts which moleft theim : how- 
ever, a buffalo facrificed, with many ftrange ceremonies, atones for 
the blood of their own {pecies which they fhed in war. 

Before the Carnatic was conquered: by the Great Mogul, the 
Morattocs were in poffeffion of feveral fortreffes and territories in the 
country: retreating from which before the arms of the Moors, they 
ftipulated to receive annually a portion of the revenues, as a recom- 
pence for the poffeffions which they relinquifhed, and asa tribute 
for defitting from their ufual predatory incurfions into the province. 
The Nabobs of Arcot had for many years neglected to pay this tri- 
bute, and the Morattoes had refrained from their ufual methods of 
obtaining reparation, from no other motive than their great fear of 
Nizam-al-muluck : but this reftraint was now removed by the en- 
couragement which they received from him to invade the Carnatic. 
At the fame time the kings of Myfore and Tanjore, in refentment 
of the injuries they had faffered from Chunda-faheb in his govern- 
ment of Tritchinopoly, incited them, as brethren of the fame reli- 
gion, to attack the Carnatic, and to revenge the violations com* 
mitted in their temples and holy places by that Mahomedan gover- 
nor, and the Moors in his fervice. 

In the month of May, 1740, an army of 10000 Morattpes, under 
the command of Ragogee Bonfola, approached the province with 
their ufual rapidity, and arrived at the mountains, which feparate it 
from the weftern tountry, before Doaft-ally was able to colleét' 
the whole of his forces to oppofe them; for a large part of h& 
army happened at that time to be employed to the fouthward, 
under the command of his fon Subder-ally. ‘The Nabob, however, 
marched from Arcot with what troaps he was’ able to affemble, 
about 4000 horfé and 6000 foot, and with thefe determined to de- 
fend the pails of Damal-cherri, through which the Morattocs in- 
tended to enter the province, until he could be faccoured by his fin’s 
army, and the other troops of the province, which were advancing 
to his affiftance: it is thought he would have fucceciled in this it 
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tent’on if he had not been betrayed by one of his officers, an Indian, 


——* who futfered the Morattoes to pafs the ftation where he commanded. 


The next day, being the 20th of May, the whole army appeared in 
the Ivehob’s rear, which was not defended by intrenchments, and 


poses ia i 
having every advantage, attacked his troops with great fury; who, 


encouraged by the example of their prince, defended themfelves re- 
folutely for feveral hours, until they {aw him, together with his fon 
Haffan-ally, fall dead from their elephants on the field of battle; the 
rout was then general; moft of the principal officers of the army 
were flain, and Meer-affid, the Duan, was taken prifoner. 

Subder-ally, with the troops under his command, was ad- 
vanced as far as Arcot when he heard of his father’s fate, upon which 
he immediately took refuge in Velore. Chunda-faheb likewife took 
the field with’ 5009 hori and rococo foot, giving out that he in- 
tended to march to the Nabob's affiftance; but by contrived delays 
he kept at a diftance from the field of battle, and as foon as he heard 
of the Nabob’s defeat, haftened back to Tritchinopoly. 

The Morattoes, after their vidory, fent detachments to plunder 
and levy contributions in every part of the province, but found that 


“what they acquired by thefe means did not anfwer their expectations; 


for the wealthy inhabitants had removed all their valuable effects into 
the ftrong holds with which the province abounds. hus difap- 
pointed, they readily liftened to the propofals of their prifoner Meer- 
affad, who was empowered by Subder-ally from Velore to treat with 
them: sit was agreed that they fhould be paid, at ftated periods, 
10,600,000 of rupees, equal to one year’s revettue of the province, 
@n condition that they quitted the Carnatic immediately ; thus much 
was made public, but another article was ‘kept fecret. As foon as 
the treaty was ratified, Subder-ally affumed the title and authority 
of Nabob; but this power was now fo much impaired, that Chunda- 
faheb thinking he had nothing to. apprehend from it, came to: Arcot 
to do homage to him: however, the fplendor of his retinue, and the 
military force which accompanied bim, made him appear rather the 
equal than the dependant of Subder-ally, 

The 
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The fortifications of Pondicherry were at this time in fuch reputa- 1740. 
tion, amongtt.a people who had never before fen any thing. equal to —~ 
them, that the late Nabob, as well as Subder-ally and Chunda- faheb, 
had {ent their wives, children, and treafures, to remain there during” 
the war. As foon as the Morattoes quitted the province, Subder~ally 
and Chunda-faheb, attended by a large retinue, went to Pondicherry, 
where they ftayed feveral days. Subder-ally returning to Arcot, took 
with him his own and his father’s family; but Chunda-faheb pro- 
ceeding to Tritchinopoly, left the women of his family and one of 
his fons there. + 

In the month of December the province was again ftruck with 
confternation by the return of the fame army of Morattoes which 
had Jately affli@ed it with fo many calamities. This fecond irrup- 
tion was in confequence of the fecret engagement which sey ‘had 
made with Subder-ally. 

Befides the fym of money which he had agreed to pay them, they 
had farther infifted on receiving fome territories in fovereignty, and in 
this demand Meer-affud found them fo inflexible, that, confidering the 
territories of Tritchinopoly ferved only to render the power of Chun- 
da-faheb formidable to his matter, he contented to yield thofe countries 
to the Morattoes, on condition that they fhould attack them at their 
own expence: this they agreed to do, and at the fame time engaged 
to difpofe of Chunda-faheb, if he fell into their hands, in fuch a man- 
ner as fhould be moft conducive to the intcrefts of the Nabob of Arcot. 

Tritchinopoly was ftrongly fortified in the Indiat munver of 
defence; and Chunda-faheb, on the firft news of the approach of the 
Morattoes again Doaft-ully, ftored it with a great quantity of grain, 
which is confidered as the beft fecurity of a fortified place amongyt 2 
people who are very little {killed in the tile of cannon or other engines 
of battery. Mecr-affud therefore forefecing that he would be able to 
protraét his defence as long as his parisons Jafted, advifed the Mo- 
rattoes to quit the Carnatic, and to encamp at fuch a diftunce as 
might prevent any fufpicion of their intentions to return, ‘Vhis art- 
ful conduét produced the effe@ intended by it; for Chunda-fahcb 
imagining that the Morattoes were meditating expeditions into other 
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1749: provinces, fold his ftores of grain; of which they no fooner recived 
mm intelligeitce than they fet out from their camp at Sevegunga, and by 


1748. 


every expeditious marches appeared in fight of Tritchinopoly before 


he could remedy the diftrefs to which he had fo unwarily reduced it. 

They invefted the city clofely, and were attentive to prevent the 
introduction of any fupplies or reinforcements; neverthelefs the bro- 
thers of Chunda-taheb attempted to relieve it. Buda-faheb advanced 
fiom Madura with a large convoy of provifions, efcorted by 3000 horfe 
and 7oc0 foot: the Morattoes detached 20000 men to intercept this 
reinforcement, which defended itfelf with bravery until Buda-faheb 
fell, when the death of the leader was followed by a general rout, as it 
always happens in the battles of Indoftan : they cut off Buda-faheb’s 
head, and {ent it to Chunda-faheb as a confirmation of his brother’s de- 
feat. Another detachment attacked Saduck-faheb, approaching fiam 
Dindigul with 500 hori and 3000 foot, who were likewite defeated 
after a tharp fight, which ended with the death of Seduck-faheh. 

Chunda-faheb, notwithftanding thefe misfortunes, continued to 
defend the city with great refulution, and protracted the fiege until 
the greateft part of his provifions was confumed, and a eonfideralile 
number of his men, with fome of his heft officers, killed; the dread 
of famine had alfo caufed many to defert: thofe remaining, worn 
out with fatigues, called upon him with one voice to furrender. Ife 
delivered up the city and himfelf on the 26th of March, 1741, alter 
having faftained a fiege of three months. ‘The Morattocs placed 
him, with his fon, and feveral principal officers, under the fiételt 
confinement, intending to be well paid for the ranfom of their per- 
fons. After fome time {pent in draining Tritchinupoly of alf they 
coyld find valuable in it, they appointed Morari-row, one of their ge- 
nerals, viceroy of the kingdom, and leaving 14000 of their beft troops 
under his command, returned to their own country, where they con- 
fined their prifoners in a ftrong fort in the neighbourhood of Satta- 
rah their metropolis. 

The Morattoes, by the poffeffion of Tritchinopoly, were now be- 
come of enemies, rallies to Subder-ally ; and the imprifonment of 
Chunda-faheb at fuch a’ diftance from the Carnatic, removed the 


only: 
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only leader deemed capable of exciting inteftine commotions. But 
the refentment of Nizam-al-muluck ftill remained to be appeafed, 


which could only be done by remitting’to him thofe large arrears of i 


revenues which the Nalob Doaft-ally, availirig himfelf of the con~ 
vulfions of the empire, had withheld. Subder-ally therefore’ was 
convinced that a ftorm would break upon him from this quarter as 
foon as Nizam-al-muluck himfelf fhould have none to fear from 
Delhi: but as this time was not yet come, he determined not to ex= 
hautt his treafures from the apprebenfion of dangers, which, although 
probable, were ftill uncertain; he amufed Nizam-al-muluck with 
humble excufes, founded on the poverty to which he pretended to 
be reduced by the incurfion of the Morattoes, and even demeancd 
himfelf fo far as to give out he,intended to go to Aruliz, and there 
fpend the remainder of his days in acts of devotion at the tomb of 
his prophet. . 
The poverty fo which he pretended to be reduced was as little real 
as the fpirit of devotion which he affected, for the greateft part of 
his father’s treafures had been preferyed under the care of his mother, 
when fhe took refuge in Pondicherry. However, the late calamities 
Jeft fuch an impreffion of terror upon his mind, that he did not yen- 
ture to keep his court in the open and defenceletS city of Arcot, but 
took up his reftdence in Velore, which was well fortified, and its ci- 
tadel built two hundred years ago by the Morattoes, the itrongeft in 
the Carnatic: with the fame fpirit of precaution he fent the women 
and children of his family, together with his treafuures, to Madrats 5 








giving this preference to the Englith nation by the advice of Mcer-, 


affid, who already fufpeéted the connexions which fubfifted between 
Chunda-faheb and Mr. .Dupleix, the governor of Pondicherry. From 
Velore the Nabob made feveral vifits to his family at Madrafs, and 
thefe journies were reported to Nizam-al-muluck as proofs of his in- 
tention to piocced from thence by fea’to Mecca. 

The commanders of all the towns and forts in the Carnatic had 
been affeffed in fums proportioned to their incomes, Which were le~ 
vied at ftated periods, in order to difcharge the ranfom of the pra- 
vince due to the Morattoes. The government of Velore was tie 

richeft 
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4742. richeft fief fubje& to the Nabobthip of Arcot, and by the treafurés 


—~ 


‘which Mortiz-ally inherited from his father, as alfo by a very parfi- 
monious management of the revenues of his government, he was be- 
come the richeft man in the province. Having married the fifter of 
Subder-aliy, and being likewite nearly related to him by birth, he 
thought that thefe titles of kindred, joined to the reception which 
he gave to the Nabob and his court, would excufe him from the ne- 
ceffity of furnifhing what remained due of his proportiun of the ge- 
neral affeflment ; but the Nabob, who knew the Morattoes were not 
to be difappointed with impunity, and who was as unwilling as Mor- 


‘iz-ally to difburfe his private treafures until the Jaft extremity, de- 


termined to obliged him to furnith his contingent with the fame 
punctuality as the other governors of the province. Many of thefe 
were attentive to the conduét of the governor of Velore, und were 
ready to w. ithbold their proportions of ‘the allcflment as tuon as they 
fhould find a refpeétable leader to fet the example, and to fupport 
them in the confequences of refufing to obey the Nabob’s orders; 
they therefore confederated with Mortiz-ally, and reprefented to him, 
that Nizam-al-muluck, the Soubalf of the fouthern provinces, would 
behold with fatisfattion even the moft defperate meafure which might 
be taken by the officers of the Carnatic, againit a prince who paid fo 
little deference to his authority. 

Mortiz-ally, born cruel and treacherous, had no reftraints in his 
compofition to ftop his hand from the perpetration of any crime by 
which his avarice, ambition, or revenge could be gratified: he was 
indeed by many fufpeéted of being uncommonly geficient in perfonal 
‘courage, bot this perfuafion ferns to have taken its rife from the fui- 
picious habits of his domettic life; fince he never moved, even in his 
own palace, without being furrounded by guards, nor ever ventured to 
tafte any thing that was not brought to him in a veffel to which his 
wife had affixed her feal. Thé Nabob therefore held the pufillanimous 
haraéter of his brother-in-law in the greateft contempt, and appre- 
hended no danger from a man who lived in perpetual apprehenfions 
ef poifon from bis own family and ddmeftics. Mortiz-ally ftill con- 


itinued to evade the payment of his arrears of the affeffment ; and the 
Nabob, 
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Nabob, wearied by trifling excufes, one day in_ public imprudently 
threatened to difpoffefs him of his government, if he evaded any 
longer to comply with his orders. This outrage immediately flung 
him into the clofeft conection with the diffatisfied governors, who 
now flattered his ambition, by affuring him that they would acknow- 
ledge him Nabob of Arcot as foon as Subder-ally thould be removed. 

The Nabob’s army was encamped within the fuburbs and under 
the walls of Velore: a body of guards and a numerous retinue con- 
fantly atiended him within the fort, % that he feemed in vo danger 
fram open violence, or fecret treachery. But nothing of the con- 
fpiracy tranfpired ; and he was unfortunately confirmed in his fecu- 
rity by the extreme humility with which Mortiz-ally carried himtelf 
after the outrage he had reccived. 

At the time of that feftival to which the Mahomedans of Indof+ 
tan have the greateft devotion, all the Nabob's fervants afked per- 
miffion to be alefent for two or three days to cclebrate it in their own 
familics. Contrary to the ufual cuftom of the courts of Indoftan, 
the Nabob fuffered all his retinue and guards, excepting four perfons, 
to quit him; and {fo little was he fufpicious of the danger to which 
he expofed himfelf by this unguarded indulgence, that he éven defired 
fome of the officers and menial fervants of Mortiz-ally might attend 
him durnig the abfence of his own. Mortiz-ally determined not to 
lofe this opportunity, which was fuch as might never offer again, to 
ftrike the blow he had meditated. On the 2d of Otober, the day 
after the Nabob's retinue bad left him, the victuals prepared for his 
table were poifoned. The Nabob had fcarcely finithed his meal be~ 
fore he began to be greatly difordered, and although the ftrength of 
his conftitution, with timely affiftance, enabled him to throw off the 
mortal effects of the poifon, yet it left him much enfeebled. Even. 


this attack did not thoroughly awaken his fufpicions, which thofe, 


of Mortiz-ally’s family, who waitedon him, contributed to ftifle, by 
reprefenting his indifpofition to be the accefs of a bilious diforder, 
very common in India, Mortiz-ally knew he lad no time, to lofe, 
and propofed to fome of his officers, in whom he had the, moft con- 
fidence, to go and put an end to the Nabeb's life. It is faid that all 

refufed 


47 
1742, 


mt 


48 Tue War or CoROMANDELs Book 


1742. refufed to ferve him in this cruel commiftion, excepting one, whofe 

“wife Subdersally had formerly debauched : this man, a Pitan, having 
sengaged fome Abyfiinian flaves, led them at midnight to the Nabob’s 
apartment, where the few fervants who attended the Nabob were 
aflecp round his bed. They were immediately feized, and prevented 
from making refiltance, “Che Nabob himfelf, inftead of taking up 
his arms, attempted to make his efcape through a window. The 
leader of the affaffins feized him before he could pafs through it, and 
upbraiding him with the injury of his adultery, and zalting 3 in the 
revenge he was taking, killed him with feveral ftabs of a poniard. 

Meer-aifud the Duan was in the fort, and the inviolable attach- 
ment which this minifter was known to bear to his matter, fuggefted 
to Mortiz-ally the intention of deftroying fo dangerous a witnef$ of 
the murder which he had committed. Lhe tele were given to put 
him to death, when fome of Mortiz-ally's officers reprefented to him 
the neceffity of preferving the life of a man, trom whom alone he 
sould obtain that knowledge of the affairs of the Carnatic, which 
would be neceflary for his own conduét, as foon as he fhould be de- 
clared Nabob. ‘Thefe reprefentatious were di€tated by reverence to 
the charaéter of Mcer-affud, whofe virtues preferved him in this in- 
ftant of imminent danger from the: deftruétion to which he had been 
doomed. 

The gates of the fort of Vclore were ftrictly guarded during 
this night of terror, and thofe only who produced a particular 
permiffioft wefc iuffered to pafs out the enfiing day. So that the 
news of Subder-ally Khan’s death was carried the next morning 
to the army encamped near Velore, by emiffaries einployed by Mor- 
tiz-qlly himfel, who reprefented it as an accident in which their 
mafter had no part, and imputed it to the ftidden refentment of fome 
of the principal officer’, of whom the Nabob had treated feveral 
with ignominious Janguage, andhad affronted one by a blow. But 
fuch was the general opinion of Mortiz-ally’s character, that the 
_ foldiery immediately flew to their arms, and cried out in tumult, 
that their Nabob had been affaffinated by the governor of Velore. 
The orindinal officers of the aemv Were abfent celebrating the 
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teait; and the foldiery left to their own conduct, ia'the firltimpulfe 1742 
of deteftation, threatened to ftorm the fort immediately, and to maffa- 


cre all who were in it; bug, on #egolleétion of its ftrength, this refo- 
Jution fubfided, and they agreed to wait the return of their officers, 
before they fhould proceed to extremities. The emiflaries of Mortiz- 
ally took‘advantage of this fufpenfion of their rage, and called to their 
recolleftion the great arrears of pay, which were due to themJrom: 


Subder-ally, who, although well able, had conftantly evaded to fatisfy _ 


their demands: whereas ifthe army, they faid, would admit Mortiz- 
ally’s pretenfions to the Nabobfhip of Arcot, aud declare in his fa- 
vour, he would doubtle{s agree to pay all that was due to them, 
The armies of the Mahomedan princes of Indoftan are compofed 
of a number of diftihé bodies of troops inlifted by different leaders ; 
who, with their bands, enter into, and quit the fefvjce .of different 
princes, according to the advantages which they expeét to receive. 
Hence the degree’ of reliance which a prince can have on his army 
is proportioned to the treafures of which he is poffeffed, joined to 
his inclination to difburfe them; and it is common in the wars of 
Indoftan to fee large bodies of troops going over to the enemy on 
the very field of battle. The army at Velore forgot its reféntments 
againft Mortiz-ally in proportion as the terms propofed by his emif- 
faries appeared to be real. The officers, as they, arrived in the camp, 
were immediately brought over to his intereft by prefents; accounts 
were adjufted, times of payment were ftipulated, and all> officers .2g 
well as foldiers, agreed to acknowledge Mortiz-ally Nabob of the 
Carnatic, within two days after he had murdered Subder-ally, y 
Mortiz-ally now pitched his tents without the gates of Velorg, 
and caufed himfelf to be praclaimed Nabob. In November he made 
his entry with’ pomp into the city of Arcot, and was again pro 
claimed there. . ; 
As foon. as the firft.agitatiens which this fudden and unexpected 
revolution had occafioned began to fubfide, feveral of the principal 
officers in the Carnatic communicated to one another theig fenti- 
ments on his acceffion, and concurred in a deteftation of it: efe 
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applied to Morari-row, the Moratté#governor of Tritchinopoly, who 
did not licfitate to declare openly againft him. ‘The Englith at 
*Madrafs were requefted to pr rotediettie t fon and family of Subder-ally,. 
together with their wealth, notwithftanding any menaces which 
they might receive from Mortiz-ally ; who did not fail to demand. 
this prey, and had the vexation to find it placed out of his’ reach. 

Several of the principal officers of the army, won by the friends of 
Subder-ally's family, engaged to effet a general revolt. On a fud- 
den the army demanded immediate payment of the whole of theit 
atrears, which-at Velore they had agreed to receive at diffant pe- 
riods, and furrounding the palace in tumult, accompanied their ‘de- 
mands with threats. - 

Mortiz-ally had not courage t6 ftand this Ttorm; but immedi- 
ately determined to place -himfelf out of the reach of danger. Wo- 
men of rank in Indoftan never appear in public; and travel in 
covered carriages, which are very rarely ftopped or examined -everr 
itt times of ‘fafpicion. He therefore difguifed himfelf in a woman’s 
refs, quitted Arcot in the night, in a covered Pallankin, accom- 
panied by feveral female attendants, and in this equipage gained his 
fort of Velore without interruption. 

“As foon as his flight was difcovered, the army proclaimed Scid 
‘Mahomed Khan, the fon of Subder-ally, an infant who refided in 
MadrafS with ‘his mother. The government of the province was 
ehtrufted t6.a Duan chofen by the friends of the family, and the 
Sung Nabob and his mother were removed from Madrafato: Van- 
Ajwath, the fort of Tuckia-faheb, who had married oste‘of the fifters 
Of Subder-alty. 

_ Theft revolutions ‘in the Carnatic happened-at a tliie when Ni- 

‘gimo-al-muluck, hving no longer any thing to apprehend from the 

litics of the court of Delhi, where hé had obtained for his form 
Chass ‘din Khan the poft of captain General of the Mogul’s armies, 
Nwas, preparing’ to vilit the “Carnatic. ‘He left GolJKondah’in the 
ping ‘of the ‘year 1743, ahd arrived at Arcot in the month of 
following.” THis “ariny is “faid ‘to have confifted of 8o;e00- 
‘2005090 foot."Their htmbers, and the wepaten 9 of Beir 


ia 







‘Bonk. Hisroey or tur Caan atic. 


geader;deterred ail, the princes:af the countries through which they 
spafled from making any refiftance :. and they entered the province of * 
Arcot-with as little oppofition. . When arrived at the city, Nizam-' 
al-muluck was ftruck with amazement at the anarchy which pre- 
vailed in every part of the government, Every governor of a fort, 
and every commander of a diftriét, had aflumed the title of Nabob, 


and had given to the officers of his retinue the fame names as dit. 


tinguithed the perfons who held the wolt confiderable employments 
in the court of the Soubah. One day, after having received thé 
homage of feveral of thefe little lords, Nizam-al-muluck faid, that 
he had that day fen no lets than‘eightcen Nabobs in the Carnatic; ; 
whereas he had always imagined that there was but one in all the 
fouthern provinces. He then turned to his guards, and ordered 
them to {courge the firft perfor ‘who, for the future, thould in his 
prefence affume the title of Nabob. 

The young Yon of Subder-ally, accompanied by feveral of his 
p#incipal officers, paid his vifit of homage to the Soubah, who re- 
fufed him the permiffion of returning to Vandiwath, and ordered 
fome of his own officers to take ‘charge of his perfon, direéting them 
to treat him with lenity and refpect. He then appointed Coja Ab- 
dulla Khan, the general of his army, Nabob of Arcot, and of alli its 
dependencies, and fent a fumrnons to Morari-row the governor 0 of 
Tritchinopoly, to-furrender the city. Finding that the Morattae 
perlifted in.refufing to obey bis orders, he marched with ;bis. whole 
army,'and fat down before it: prefents and promifes {upplied the 
-place of hoftilities in reducing it. In the month of Aygutt Morari- 
row evacuated Tritchinopoly, and foon after quitted the Carnatic 
with all his Morattoes. 

Nizam-al-muluck having thus fettled the attairs of the province 
without untheathing the fword, returned to Gol-Kondah. Coja Atb- 
dullah continued to command the army until it arrivéd there; leav- 
ing one-ofthis dependants to adminifter the .governme! 

uring his abfence, It was-not before the month of Ma 
nént -year:-that he prepared to ‘retura,-and, after: having -bete aiftin- 
giithed with particular: sian the day:that he toak Iedyeiaf the 
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744. Soubah, was the next morning found dead in his bed. “His body 


bore marks of poifon; but as the hand from ‘which it catne 


"could never be difcovered, it was imputed to the perfo-who received 
the moft advantage from. it, by fucceeding him in the government 


of the Carnatic. This was An'war-odean, who was immediately 
nominated to that employment, and arrived at. Arcot in the month 
of April. - 

The introduétion of this ftranger into the Carnatic was the fource 
of many of the events“which it is the intention of.this narrative to 
éomhemorate; and there are fo many and fuch injurious mifrepre- 
fentation’ of his origin, and of that part of his life which preceded 
his acteffion to the Nabobfhip, that it is neceflary to invalidate them 
‘by an impartial defcription of his hiftory, 

Anawar, the father of An’war-odean, diftinguifhed him{elf by 
his great erudition, and by the application of it to explanations of the 
original text of the Koran; he made the pilgrimage’ of Mecca; with- 
out- which proof ef pitty it is difficult, among Mahomedahs, to ac- 
quiré the reputation of a truly devout man. At his return from 
his voyage he''was appointed by ‘Aurengzebe, to be one of thofe 
‘religious officers who are appointed to offer up daily prayers for the 
health and profperity of the fovereign. In confequence of this ap~ 

intment, he received a penfion, and was ennobled by being 
fanked as @ commander of 250 horfe, with the right of taking the 
title ‘of Khan, which fignifies Lord, or rather Chieftain, This title 
would appear incompéitible with the charaéter of a religious man, if 
every title of nobility in Indoftamdid not confift.in a military com- 
miffion 5 by which it is fappofd; although rarely infifted on, that 
the perfon who receives ‘thé commiffion :fhall..maintain’ a° certain 
number of horfe for the Emperor’s fervice. With thefe honours 
and advantages Anawar retired to Gopee-mahoo, and there finithed 
‘his days, 

Hie ‘An’ war-odean went to couft with recommendations from 
fast, which procured him a title of the fame rank as had been 

in to’ -his father: he was afterwards raifed to the command of. 
‘outhelte, ind was appointed governor of the diftriét of Coora-Geba: 
“er ghpds 
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nabad.: Tl facets, or perhaps. iil condué,, preventing him from SJ $4 
being able to pay the ufual revenues of his government fo the throne, “¥™~ 
he quitted it privately and went to Amedabad. Here Gazi-o'din 
Khan, the Soubah of the fovthern provinces, gave him a paft of 
confiderable truft and profit in the city of Surat, whilft his friends 
at Delhi took care to prevent further enquiries concerning him, by 
reporting him dead. After the death of Gazi-o’din Khan, father of 
Nizam-al-muluck, An'war-odean went to pay his court to Nizam: 
al-mulyck, who had fucceeded to the Soubahfhip of the foutherte 
provinces, and was by him appointed Nabob of the Yalore and Raja- 
mundrum countries, which he governed from the year 1725 to 1741. 
When Nizam-al-muluck was preparing to vifit the Carriatic, An’war- 
odean attended his court, and was left by him in one of the princi- 
pal ftations in the city and territory of Gol-Kondahs and a very 
few days after the death of Coja Abdulla, Nizam-al-muluck ap- 
pointed him to adminifter the government of the Carnatic, i in which 
choice he feems to have been influenced by his opinion of the ‘ne- 
ceffity of placing a province, in which he fiifpected commotions, 
under the direétion of a brave dnd experienced foldier; fuch was 
An’war-odean. 

There is no country in which the titles of defcent are lefs in- 
ftrumental to the fortunes of men than they are in Indoftan; none 
but thofe of the royal blood are confidered as hereditary Pobility; to 
allothers, the exclufion is fo abfolute, that a, new aét from the fove- 
reign is.neceflary to ennoble even the fon of the Grand Vizir of, 
the, empire. The,field of fortune is open to every man who has 
courage enough to make ufe of his {word, or to whom nature has . 
given fapcrior talents of mind. Hence it happens, that half the 
grandces of Indoftan have arrived to.the higheft employments in the 
empire fram conditions not lef humble than that of An’war-odedn: 
Khan; againft whofe acceffion to the Nabobfhip of thaCarnatic, the 
people had taken an averfion, from caufes independent: of his per- 
fonal -charaéter. 

pee the go years. which preceded the vifitation of Nizam-al< 
myteek, the Carnatic had.been governed. by the fame ly,in. 2 
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44. fuggeftion of three Nabobs, who, availing themfelves of the gencral 
* ¢onfifton of the empire, had acquired a greater ftability in their of 
fice than is the wfual lot of governors in Indoftan. The Nabobs,of 
this family, confidering the fovereignty as a kind of inheritance, had 
not conducted themflves in their adminiftration with that fpirit of 
ravage, Which is the ufval confequence of uncertain and tranfitory 
poffetfion. The revenues of the Carnatic depend spon the harvefis 
of graii, and thete on the quantities of water, which are referved to 
fopply the defe&t of rain during the dry feafon of the year: for.this 
putp6ft vatt refervoirs have been formed, of which not only the con- 
ftrudtion, but, even the repairs in cafes of inundation require an ex- 
pence much beyond the faculties of the farmer or renter of the land. 
If therefore the avarice of the prince with-holds his hand from the 
prefervation ‘of thefe fources of fertility, and at the fame‘time dic- 
tates to him an inflexible refolution of receiving his ufual incomes; 
the farmer oppreffed, ‘oppreffes the labourer, and the mifery of the 
people becomes complete, by the vexations of colléGtors exercifed in 
tithes of fcarcity, of which the cruel parfimony of the prince has been 
the principal caufe, ; 

It is not therefore to be wondered at that the province which had 
felt the good effects of a mild and generous adminiftration, from the 
reigns of the family of Sadatulla Khan, fhould behold with regret 
the introdwétion of any ftranger whomfoever to govern the Gurnatie: 
The young-fon of Subder-ally was the only perfon whom the pro- 
vince wifhed to fee their ruler. 

In deference to this affection, and from the danger of thocking it 
at onte tooviolently, Nizatn-al-muluck ‘gave out that he intended 
to confer'the Nabobthip of Arcot on this youth, as foon as he thould 
arrive at the age of manhood. At'the fame time he gave An’war- 
odean Khan all the powers neceffary for governing the Carnatic dur~ 
ing this i » and committed the young prince to his care, with 
the aut rity of a guardian. ‘From the palpable impropriety of re- 

delicate a truft in the very perfon to whom ‘the greateft 
: ould accrue from an unfaithful difcharge ofit,‘Nizam- 
ib¢k may be fufbetted of havine diffembledthroughoutthis 
“co _  tranfaétion, 
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tranfaétion. The general joy.with which the youth was received, 1744. 
on his arrival in the province, eclipfedall the homage that was paid ““~ 
to the fovereign power of his guardian ; and it is fappofed that the 
provifional Nabob did not bebold without jealoufy thefe demonftra- 
tions of the public attachment to the fon of Subder-ally. 

‘An’war-odean however did not difcover any fymptoms of dif- 
content in his treatment of the young prince: on the contrary, he 
maintained him in a fplendor adequate to his birth, and affigned the 
palace in the fort of Arcot for his refidence. Here the young Seid 
Mahomed paffed fome time without any other inquietude, than that 
which he received from the importunities of a band of Pitan foldiers, 
who had been in the fervice of his father, and who prétended that a 
long arrear of pay was due to them. 

The Pitans, whofe, country is in the moft northern part of the 
Empire, are ‘the bravelt of the Mabomedan foldiery levied in Indof- 
tan. From a céntcioufnefs of this fuperiority, together with a re- 
liance on the national conneétion which exifts amongft them how- 
foever difperied into the fervices of different princes, they have 
acquired an infolence and audactty of manners, which diftinguithes 
them, as much as the hardnefs of their phyfiognomy, from every 
other race of men in the Empire: they treat even the lords they 
ferve with very little of that refpect which charafterifes all the other 
dependents of a foyercign in Indoftan. From the knawn ferocity 
of their tergper, it is thought dangerous to inflict pypifhment on 
them, even when thoy deferve it; s%a itrong ipirit of revenge has 
familiarifed them,with affatfination, which they feldom fail to eme 
ploy whenever the finallnefs of their numbers difables them from 
taking vengeance by more open attacks. The Ritans, who fad 
ferved Subder-ally Khan, continued to prefent themfelves every day 
before his fon, demanding their arrears with. clamopr and info- 


lence. ™ 
In the month of June a wedding of one of the relatioXs of Sub- 
dersally was celebrated in the fort of Arcot. The young\pgince, as 


sheing the head of the family,,was invited to prefide at the ‘teremony. 
‘Flee. cuftamary invitations were likewife given to all the o\her rela- 


ations, 


